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The 9519 Loophole 
A reading of the fine print in the whathe caliea me “safeguard” of Soviet _ ‘Hutt there wes no way tm stop SS19 de- 

SALT Ui treaty after it went tothe Sem assurance “that uo missiles larger than elopment. Moscow blithely kept insist 

ata has revealed, to the horror of sup» the heaviest light missile that now exists ing its new missile was just a slighthy 


yorters of the arms-control pact, an une can be substituted.” In 1972, that was the 
canny repetition of the worst US. SSL But atter SALT I took effect, the 
Dlooper in the 1972 SALT I treaty... - SSUL. was replaced by the SS19, which 
The 1972 mistake, not discovered’ was almost three times as big. © 

amtil long after ratification, failed to. = President . Carter's negotiators 
pin down specific limits on the size of a.. retraced Kissinger’s slippery footsteps, 
replacement for the SSli intercon relying on their own understanding of. 
tinental ballistic missile (CBM). Now,in. the size of the SS19. The Soviets typ 
@ new negotiating blooper discovered. ‘cally refused to agrea or disagres wits 
aa the Senate. ratification debate be--- the US.detinition, 9" 

gins, SALT II does not clearly deline ‘The State Deparhnent virtually edmity 
the siza of Moscow’s mainstay. SS19* .that it could not nail down the Soviets. 


updated model of the old SSLL Now, . 
following SALT IL, the Bussians have a 
Joophole to sustain their own version of . 
a “legai” icliow-on missile to the SS19 + 
by claiming that the U.S. definition of - 
the SSL9’s size is simply wrong, and thag ; 
Moscow never agreed to it, te 
This would not come up if the Rue | 
sians played air and square. But they : 
play to win; they take advantage of | 
whatever opportimityiseranted.. — | 
’ Discovery of Soviet deception on the | 


ICBM, which it sets as the limit on tha:. Its “detailed analysis” of the treaty, sent. . 5519 by the Nixon-Yord administration ° 


size of any new missiles. Joon + 25° to all senators, spells out this country’s 
That history should be so sadly re. ition. the. United States “considers* 


‘The Russians simply refused to agree in the silo) of 90.000 Kilograms and a 
on a specific definition of the size of throw-weight (weight of the warheads) at 
the S519. This adds new evidence that:.- 3,600 kilograms. {hese are key measures 
U.S. negotiators, under orders from: mentsofsize.-..- 0-0 or Sas 
Washington for an agreement atalmost: “These figures ara based on our esti- 


long atter SALT I took effect devended . 
on America’s aly, Iran. But the trus i 


played is explicable only by this fach’ the SS19 to have a launch-weight (weight - Size of the S319 aimost certami 


have eluded U.S, intelligence vor even | 


- Jonger had it not been for U.S. monitors j 


ing stations in northern iran, just south 
Those stations no jJonger exist, and j 


any cost, bowed to the iron will of their mate for the SS19,” the senators were. the United Siates is not close to du. 
Soviet counterparts. . ons: told. “The Soviet Union didnot respond Dlicating them. This. enhances the, 

Ironically, the 1979 mistake occurred . to this statement [but] the United strong predabilify that the one- new | 
§n an effort to correct the effect of the. States will regard these figures.as the. Soviet missile permitted under the | 
4972 negotiating blunder. By failing to-. limits for the one new type of...ICBM. ‘reaty will not only greatly exceed lime | 
‘pin down the size of the new Soviet permitted to the United States.” Jts set forth by 0.5. negotiators but also | 
ICBMs, SAL I contributed to the val “Bot will the Russians? Realists here that the Soviets will not reveal its full 
nerability of land-based US. missiles. doubt it, anymore than in 1972. Kissinger Jaunch-weight and throw-weight tmutil ! 
Limiting future Russian ICBMs to the- jearned the hard truth slowly, as US, i has been tested repeatediy—ready tol 
size of the SS19 is an effort to protect’ monitors in Iran began to accumulate enter the Soviet missile force. 
ghe land-based U.S. missile force... :-.... data on the true size-of the new SS19. ‘This undermines the SALT sellers’ ar-| 

But if there was no agreement on the’ being tested toreplacethecidSSi1. .- +«§ Sument that the treaty, while not ac 


Size. of the SS19, how can Moscow le Trapped: by Soviet. duplicity three complishing all that much, dces no: 


pally be held to the terms of the treaty?. 
The answer: It cannot, any more than. 
jt could be forced to comply with the 
clear understanding of limits on “new” 
missiles in: the 1972 treaty, negotiated 
by Henry Kissinger... -- rr 


‘Kissinger relied, to his later dismay, on 


.-years later, Kissinger: found himself’ harm. On the contrary, this new revelae. 
-- Jamely explaining away the sudden ap- . tion of non-Yankee bargaining suggests: 
pearance of the big-SS19. “We obvi-, that the Soviet Union, under SALT I as. 

- ously did not know-in 1972 what mis-.. under SALT I, will loophole its way to; 
“giles the Soviet Union would be testing’. Duclear supremacy while. Americans) 

in 1974,” Kissinger told a State Depart... Playbytherules, = 

_Ment presa conference on Dec. 9, 1975. i. 2... «, :- ©1979 Field Roterpets oa 
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